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of Amitayus and his attendant Bodhisattvas, Avalokites-
vara and Mahasthamaprapta, the embodiments of Compassion and
of Might.

The queen and her women attain to these visions and to full
Enlightenment.

dmtayaur-dhyana Sutra, 5. 10,
(ist or 2nd century A.D.)

The LandofBSss

The Sukhavati of the blessed Amitabha is prosperous, rich,
delectable, fertile, lovely, and thronged with gods and men. No

hells are there, no brutes nor ghosts nor untimely births____It is

fragrant, adorned with jewel-trees, and resounds with the song of
sweet-voiced birds. Its trees are of gold and silver, of crystal and
coral, of pearl and diamond. . . , Vast lotus flowers abound, and
from each there spread rays of light innumerable. There flow great
rivers murmuring sweet music, and heavenly instruments take up the
lovely sound, deep, dear, delightful, unwearying as though they
murmured 'transient unreal, full of peace'.... Nowhere is there
in that Land of Bliss any sound of sin, sorrow, afllicrion or destruc-
tion. It is above pleasure and pain: therefore it is called Sukhavati,
the Land of Bliss.

Larger Sukhavati Fyuha^ 16-19 passim*
(ist or 2nd century A.D.)

Both the above books are translated in Volume xlix of the Sacred
Books of the East. They belong to the popular Paradise Mahayana
of about the end of the first century A.D. or earlier. They seem to
have been introduced to China as early as A.D. 170 and played a
very great part like the Lotus Scripture in popularizing Buddhism
in die Far East. Childish in some ways, they yet voice the demand
of the human heart for a Heavenly City, and Han China needed
hope and comfort

VI. THE DECADENCE

At this epoch, the coinage in use was so heavy and cumbersome
that the people themselves began a new issue at a fixed standard of
value. But die laws were too lax, and it was impossible to prevent
grasping persons from coining largely, buying largely, and then
holding against a rise in the market. The consequence was that
prices went up enormously. Rice sold at 10,000 cash per piculs a